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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 - 25 presented for examination. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 1 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: claim 1 1 refers to 
itself. Appropriate correction is required. For the purposes of instant examination, the 
examiner assumed that claim 1 1 is a dependent claim of claim 10. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 - 5, 7 - 16 and 18 - 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being unpatentable over US Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0112036 A1 by 
Bohannon et al., (hereinafter Bohannon). 

With respect to claim 1, Bohannon teaches a method for responding to a client 
request, the method comprising the steps of: synchronizing a plurality of servers 
(§0085, lines 1 - 5, Internet Site Selector acting as a Master Server); receiving a client 
request from the client to access a server of the plurality of servers (§0091 , lines 1 - 5); 
generating a transmit identifier associated with the client request, the transmit identifier 
identifying an event upon the occurrence of which the plurality of synchronized servers 
each transmit a response to the client (§0092, lines 1 - 5); and forwarding the client 
request and the transmit identifier to each of the plurality of synchronized servers 
(§0091, lines 1-5). 
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With respect to claim 2, Bohannon teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the 
step of synchronizing comprises the steps of: synchronizing a clock mechanism in each 
of the plurality of servers (§0132, lines 1 -4). 

With respect to claim 3, Bohannon teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the 
step of generating the transmit identifier comprises the steps of: obtaining a timestamp 
associated with the client request (§0133, lines 1 - 3), adding a predetermined delay to 
the timestamp to produce the transmit identifier; and associating the transmit identifier 
with the client request (§0138, lines 1 1 - 15 - delays by configurable (i.e. 
predetermined) factor of time). 

With respect to claim 4, Bohannon teaches the method of claim 3 wherein the 
step of associating the transmit identifier comprises the step of: combining the transmit 
identifier into the client request (Table 2, page 7 - response header). 

With respect to claim 5, Bohannon teaches the method of claim 3 wherein the 
step of obtaining the timestamp is performed upon receipt of the client request (§0133, 
lines 1 - 3). 

With respect to claim 7, Bohannon teaches the method of claim 3 wherein the 
transmit identifier identifies the event indicating a future time within each of the plurality 
of servers at which each of the plurality of servers responds to the client request 
(§0133, lines 7-11); and wherein the future time is related to a predetermined delay 
associated with at least one of the pluralities of servers (§0132, lines 4 - 9). 

With respect to claim 8, Bohannon teaches the method of claim 7 wherein the 
predetermined delay is greater than a maximum transmission delay for transmission of 
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the client request to one of the plurality of servers from a master server. (§01 32, lines 4 
-9). 

With respect to claim 9, Bohannon teaches the method of claim 7 wherein the 
predetermined delay is less than or equal to a maximum transmission delay for 
transmission of the client request to one of the plurality of servers from a master server. 
(§0138, lines 11 -15). 

With respect to claim 10, Bohannon teaches a method for responding to a client 
request, the method comprising the steps of: receiving a client request associated with 
a client and receiving a transmit identifier identifying an event; generating a response to 
the client request; and transmitting the response to the client upon an occurrence of the 
event identified by the transmit identifier (§0092, lines 1 - 5). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Bohannon teaches the method of claim 10 further 
including the step of: accepting a time synchronization signal, and synchronizing a clock 
based on the synchronization signal (§0092, lines 1 - 5). 

With respect to claim 12, Bohannon teaches a master server for handling content 
requests comprising: a memory; a communications interface; a processor; and 
an interconnection mechanism coupling the memory, the processor and the 
communications interface (§0058, lines 1 - 6, §0059, lines 1 - 6); wherein the memory 
is encoded with a request handler application that when performed on the processor, 
produces a request handler process that causes the master server to provide a client 
request and transmit identifier in response to a client request such that the processor is 
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configured to: synchronize a plurality of servers (§0091, lines 1 - 5); receive a client 
request from the client to access a server of the plurality of servers (§0090, lines 1 - 4); 
generate a transmit identifier associated with the client request (§0091, line 3), the 
transmit identifier identifying an event upon the occurrence of which the plurality of 
synchronized servers each transmit a response to the client (§0092, lines 1 - 5); and 
forward the client request and the transmit identifier to each of the plurality of 
synchronized servers (§0091, lines 1 - 5). 

With respect to claim 13, Bohannon teaches the master server of claim 12 
wherein, to synchronize a plurality of servers, the master server is configured to: 
synchronize a clock mechanism in each of the plurality of servers (§0132, lines 4 - 9). 

With respect to claim 14, Bohannon teaches the master server of claim 12 
wherein, to generate the transmit identifier, the master server is configured to: 
obtain a timestamp associated with the client request, add a predetermined delay to the 
timestamp to produce the transmit identifier; and associate the transmit identifier with 
the client request (§0040, lines 5-11, and page 7, Table 2, response header). 

With respect to claim 15, Bohannon teaches the master server of claim 14 
wherein, to associate the transmit identifier, the master server is configured to: 
combine the transmit identifier into the client request (page 7, Table 2, response 
header). 

Claim 16 is rejected in view of the above rejection of claim 5. Claim 16 is 
essentially the same as claim 5, except that it sets forth the invention as an apparatus 
rather than a method, as does claim 5. 
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Claim 18 is rejected in view of the above rejection of claim 7. Claim 18 is 
essentially the same as claim 7, except that it sets forth the invention as an apparatus 
rather than a method, as does claim 7. 

With respect to claim 19, Bohannon teaches the master server of claim 14 
wherein the master server is configured such that the predetermined delay is greater 
than a maximum transmission delay for transmission of the client request to one of the 
plurality of servers from a master server (§0132, lines 4 - 9). 

With respect to claim 20, Bohannon teaches the master server of claim 14 
wherein the master server is configured such that the predetermined delay is less than 
or equal to a maximum transmission delay for transmission of the client request to one 
of the plurality of servers from a master server (§01 32, lines 4 - 9). 

With respect to claim 21 , Bohannon teaches a slave server for handling content 
requests comprising: a memory; a communications interface, a processor; and 
an interconnection mechanism coupling the memory, the processor and the 
communications interface (§0058, lines 1 - 6, §0059, lines 1 - 6); wherein the memory 
is encoded with a request agent application (§0058, lines 1 - Internet appliance) that 
when performed on the processor, produces a request agent process that causes the 
slave server to provide content to a client, in response to a client request and a transmit 
identifier, such that the processor is configured to: receive a client request associated 
with a client and receiving a transmit identifier identifying an event (§0092, lines 1 - 5); 
generate a response to the client request; and transmit the response to the client upon 
an occurrence of the event identified by the transmit identifier (§0092, lines 1 - 5). 
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With respect to claim 22, Bohannon teaches a slave server wherein, the slave 
server is further configured to: accept a time synchronization signal; and synchronize a 
clock based on the synchronization signal (§0128, lines 5 - 8). 

With respect to claim 23, Bohannon teaches a system for identifying a server that 
provides the fastest response to a client request comprising: a master server, which is 
configured to (i) receive a client request from the client to access a server of a plurality 
of slave servers (§0090, lines 1 - 4), (ii) generate a transmit identifier associated with 
the client request, the transmit identifier identifying an event upon the occurrence of 
which the plurality of synchronized servers each transmit a response to the client 
(§0091, lines 1- 5) and (iii) forward the client request and the transmit identifier to each 
of the plurality of synchronized servers (§0091, lines 3- 5); a slave server, which is 
configured to (i) receive a client request associated with a client and receive a transmit 
identifier identifying an event (§0092, lines 1 - 5), (ii) generate a response to the client 
request (§0092, lines 1 - 3), and transmit the response to the client upon an 
occurrence of the event identified by the transmit identifier (§0092, lines 1 - 5, event of 
redirecting). 

Claim 24 is rejected in view of the above rejection of claim 1 . Claim 24 is 
essentially the same as claim 1 , except that it sets forth the invention as a program 
rather than a method, as does claim 1. 

With respect to claim 23, Bohannon teaches an apparatus for responding to a 
client request comprising: a memory; a communications interface; a processor; and an 
interconnection mechanism coupling the memory, the processor and the 
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communications interface (§0058, lines 1-6, §0059, lines 1 - 6); wherein the memory 
is encoded with a request handler application that when performed on the processor, 
produces a means to enable the client request and transmit identifier to be forwarded to 
at least one slave server (§0091 , lines 1 - 6), such means including: means for 
synchronizing a plurality of servers (§0091, lines 1 - 5); means for receiving a client 
request from the client to access a server of the plurality of servers (§0090, lines 1 -4); 
means for generating a transmit identifier associated with the client request (§0091, line 
3), the transmit identifier identifying an event upon the occurrence of which the plurality 
of synchronized servers each transmit a response to the client synchronize a plurality of 
servers (§0091, lines 1 - 5); receive a client request from the client to access a server 
of the plurality of servers (§0090, lines 1 - 4); generate a transmit identifier associated 
with the client request (§0091 , line 3), the transmit identifier identifying an event upon 
the occurrence of which the plurality of synchronized servers each transmit a response 
to the client (§0092, lines 1 - 5); and forward the client request and the transmit 
identifier to each of the plurality of synchronized servers (§0091, lines 1 - 5). 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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3. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering 
patentability of the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the 
subject matter of the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions 
covered therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised 
of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of 
each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in 
order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 
U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

4. Claims 6 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bohannon in view of U.S. Patent 6453356 B1 by Sheard et al. 
(hereinafter Sheard). 

With respect to claim 6, Bohannon teaches the method of claim 3, but fails to 
explicitly teach the additional limitations of claim 6 wherein the client request is received 
in a request queue, and wherein the step of obtaining the timestamp is performed at a 
time of processing the client request from the request queue. Sheard teaches the 
additional limitations of claim 6 wherein the client request is received in a request queue 
and wherein the step of obtaining the timestamp is performed at a time of processing 
the client request from the request queue. (Sheard, col. 45, lines 26 - 29, processing of 
messages (i.e. requests) in queues, and applying a timestamp when a request is 
dequeued (processed)). Bohannon and Sheard are analogous art because they are 
both related to computer-to-computer data transfer. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skills in the art at the time the invention was made to 



Application/Control Number: 10/034,289 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2155 

combine the time stamping techniques taught by Bohannon with time stamping and 
queuing techniques taught by Sheard in order to determine the order of the records 
(requests) in the queue and to be able to sort them by priority. (See Sheard, col. 66, 
lines 25 - 27). One having ordinary skills in the art would also be motivated to combine 
the teaching of Bohannon and Sheard in order to enhance the workflow and the data 
exchange between the computers (Sheard, col. 8, lines 13-17). 

Claim 17 is rejected in view of the above rejection of claim 6. Claim 17 is 
essentially the same as claim 6, except that it sets forth the invention as an apparatus 
rather than a method, as does claim 6. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Vitali Korobov whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7506. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Friday 8a.m. - 4:30p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on 571-272-3978. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
Art Unit 2155 



03/09/2005 




HOSAIN ALAM 
PATENT E 



